
Breakfast 

with Santa 

is coming 
 

   In what could probably be 
considered our signature 
project, the annual Breakfast 
with Santa event is set for 
Saturday, Dec. 5, at the 
Fountain Hills Community 
Center. 

   Donna Yordy and her elves 
have been busy the past 
several months planning the 
event and getting everything 
ready for the big day. 

   Many volunteers are need-
ed for this special event, in 
which more than 200 people 
will pack the center to have 
breakfast with the Jolly Old 
Elf and enjoy many fun ac-
tivities. Grandparents have 
as much fun as small chil-
dren at this event… 

   If you want to help at this 
function and have not yet 
been contacted by Donna, 
please get a hold of her as 
soon as possible. From dec-
orating tables to serving 
food and beverages, this is 
truly a team Noon Kiwanis 
effort that shows the com-
munity Kiwanians can have 
fun and serve the communi-
ty at the same time. Many 
families have been coming 
for years and years because 
they enjoy the breakfast so 
much... 

    

It’s time to play! 
New playground is ready for children at Golden Eagle Park 

   Thanks to the Noon Kiwanis Club, and 

many other contributors, young chil-

dren in the community now have a 

brand new “tot lot” on which to play. 

   The club worked with the Town of 

Fountain Hills to secure financing for 

the new Centennial Playground, which 

was originally conceived as a manner 

to commemorate the 100th anniversary 

of Kiwanis International and the 40th 

birthday of the Kiwanis Club of Foun-

tain Hills (Noon). 

   The town chipped in half of the total 

$46,000 cost to help pay for the new 

play structure, which came from Land-

scape Structures and Exerplay. 

   Our club was fortunate to receive a 

$5,000 grant from Kiwanis International 

Foundation, a $5,000 grant from the 

Verne C. Johnson Family Foundation 

and a $10,000 grant from Newman’s 
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Our Centennial Playground being installed at Golden Eagle Park. 

Own/USA Today as a result of Heather Ware and 

her Make a Difference Committee choosing our 

organization to receive that generous grant. 

   And of course, the Town of Fountain Hills contrib-

uted the remaining half needed to purchase and 

install the tot lot designed for children ages 2-5. 

   Our STARS Aktion Club and several of our mem-

bers gathered Friday, Oct. 23, to spread wood fiber 

around the play area in advance of opening the 

play structure. Some additional signage has yet to 

be installed — pending delivery — and we will 

work at some point in the future to install the signs 

and two benches featuring Kiwanis branding. 

   Pending sign installation, we will then plan and 

announce a dedication ceremony to unveil the new 

tot lot and thank the appropriate individuals who 

contributed to this project. 

   “Things came together rather quickly once we 

were able to budget the project and order the 

equipment,” said club President Mike Scharnow. 

“What a way to celebrate all things Kiwanis!” 



Fellow Kiwanians: 

   Are you ready to work? We expect our members to work, whether it be at fundraisers, during service pro-

jects or behind the scenes (cleaning up, setting up, balancing the budget, whatever it may be). The founders of 

Kiwanis couldn’t have envisioned this 100 years ago, but when the new Kiwanis president takes over on Octo-

ber 1, at least with the Fountain Hills Noon Club, that means the busy season is here. It’s time to go to work to 

serve the children of the world. 

   We rolled (literally) into the new Kiwanis year by finishing up a fantastic service project in collaboration 

with local bike shops. The Recycle Your Bicycle project to benefit foster children yielded 70 bikes in Fountain 

Hills alone! Organizers report more than 1,000 bikes were turned in during September  — what a fantastic 

result! Did you ever wake up Christmas morning and see a new bike under the tree? They are, after all, kind of 

tough to hide. Or did you give a bike to a child or grandchild? Think of the beaming foster kids as they get al-

most new bikes for the holidays! Thanks to Bernie Hoenle, in particular, for his help. And the guys at Fountain 

Hills Bikes and McDowell Mountain Cycles. They loved the program, and it put Noon Kiwanis on the map for 

successfully completing another great service project. 

   A big thanks to Joyce Stehlik for hosting a very successful and fun social at her home on Oct. 11. We had 

nearly 30 folks come out, including a few spouses. Matt Jefferson was a big help with this event as well — and 

all the dishes that members brought were yummy! Of course I had to sample them all. It was fun to relax, 

share a few chuckles and enjoy Joyce’s lovely home, the views and the weather. We may work hard, but we can 

play hard as well… 

   Then it was onto such events as Make a Difference Day, helping with final touches on our centennial play-

ground at Golden Eagle Park and setting up a food booth for Halloween in the Hills. And of course November 

means the Fountain Festival, the Thanksgiving Day Parade and another visit to the Ronald McDonald House 

to serve dinner. Donna Yordy is all prepped for Breakfast with Santa in December. See what I mean? The busy 

season is here and we are ready to work.  

   As I attend conventions and see what other clubs are doing (or not doing), I remain convinced we have one 

of the best Kiwanis clubs in the Southwest District. We’re not perfect by any means, but we do much in the 

name of Kiwanis. All the awards that President Al gave out at the banquet were well deserved.  We have a well 

rounded club. We raise a fair amount of money for Kiwanis and outside causes. And we do a ton of hands-on 

service projects. And it’s all because of YOU — the members who make our club so special. Let’s get back to 

work and let’s remember to implement our mission this year — Love it. Share it. Live it. We know what that 

“formula” is.  Now let’s invite someone else to love it as well... 

A WORD FROM PRESIDENT MIKE SCHARNOW 

Now it’s time to work 
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Recycle your Bicycle 
Pictures tell the story as we helped foster children get bikes! 

Kiwanians Mike Scharnow and Bernie Hoenle along with FH resident Alan Shelton, right, dropping 

the bikes off at Earnhardt Cadillac on Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. With them is Stan Powell from the 

Earnhardt dealership. 

Lee Klein, left, from the VFW 

Post just happened to be at 

the clubhouse that Saturday 

and helped our crew load 

and drop off bikes in Scotts-

dale. While he didn’t quite 

fit on this bike, he fit all 

these bikes, right, onto the 

back of his backup truck. 

Thanks a lot, Lee, for all your 

help! Mountain Biker Alan 

Shelton, at top, also was a 

big help with his trailer and 

truck. Next year, perhaps we 

will arrange for a pickup in 

Fountain Hills instead of de-

livering them! 

Photos by Jon “Flash” Geller. 
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Our Centennial Project 
Aktion Club, Kiwanians help out with the new playground 

Aktion Club members hard at work to spread wood fiber for our project. Aktion Clubbers worked in tandem. 

Al gets ready to go to work. 

Charlie tackles a load…. 

Jim Terpstra, Gary 

Oakeson and Paul 

Appeldorn scoop up 

shovels of wood fiber 

for the Kiwanis Cen-

tennial Playground. If 

you think that’s a big 

pile, just check out the 

picture below…. 

Now that’s a moun-

tain of wood fiber. 

John Rosenquist and 

Mike Scharnow do 

their best to reduce 

the pile down to 

manageable size. 

 

Photos by 

Jon Geller 
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Helping at Oktoberfest 
We had a new adventure this year with Oktoberfest. Our group was 

“hired” by Oktoberfest organizers to be in charge of collecting admis-

sion at the entrance gates as well as selling tickets at three ticket booths. 

With two shifts over two nights, it proved to be a formidable task to gath-

er enough volunteers. Luckily, the Four Peaks Women’s Club was kind 

enough to loan us some of their members and spouses for the evening. 

We appreciate the support from the Women’s Club! While the crowds 

were big, our club was up to the task both evenings in late September. 

Oktoberfest organizer Christine Colley with 

Kiwanian Bill Luzinski flashing some of the tick-

ets being sold at the two-night event. 

Marcia and Bernie Hoenle were all smiles as they greeted customers at the 

Oktoberfest entrance gate and happily took their admission fees. 

Upper left, Jo Nelson and Bill Luzinski sell food and beverage tick-

ets. Far left, Marty Goodwin and Al Roselieb also were busy selling 

tickets at the event. Above, Kiwanian Michael Robertson and his 

Truly Nolen team were out at the event promoting their pest con-

trol company and all its many services.   Photos by Jon Geller 
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Making a Difference 
   Club members came together on Satur-

day, Oct. 24, to join hundreds of other 

Fountain Hills residents to Make a Differ-

ence in the Town of Fountain Hills. 

   A big gathering was held at Golden 

Eagle Park as all the volunteers were wel-

comed by Heather Ware, volunteer coor-

dinator for the Town of Fountain Hills. 

   Several of our members served on the 

Make a Difference Day Committee to 

help plan and coordinate the approxi-

mately 40 projects that were performed 

that day. 

   Our Kiwanis crew was assigned a wom-

an’s home that needed a deep cleaning 

inside and out. Her infirm son also lives at 

the home, which featured a giant yard on 

a corner lot. The woman is in frail condi-

tion, often using a wheelchair and oxy-

gen. In addition, we worked with a pro-

fessional painter to prep the home for an 

exterior painting. Our board voted to 

donate $200 toward buying paint for the 

job. 

   Most of the “prep work” involved — 

once again — landscaping work on the 

outside. A large trailer was filled with 

debris and trash bags as the yard re-

ceived  

   Members have been invited back to the 

job site on Saturday, Nov. 7, to actually 

paint the home’s exterior. Contact imme-

diate past president Al Roselieb if inter-

ested in pitching in that day. 

   “We have earned a well-deserved rep-

utation for being a club that can be called 

upon and depended upon,” said current 

club President Mike Scharnow. 

   “And that says something about our 

members. Sure, we might get assigned 

the jungles from time to time, and it’s not 

easy work, but we can go home, take a 

hot shower, take a long nap, take some 

pain relievers, knowing we made a differ-

ence in someone’s life who really needed 

the help and truly appreciated the effort. 

   “As Heather Ware reminded everyone, 

our hearts should be warm with compas-

sion and empathy. I think my heart was 

warm from a rapid heart beat, but I could 

be mistaken. Between flinging around 

wood fiber Friday and landscaping on 

Saturday, I got enough workouts to last 

several weeks.” 

Getting an early-morning pep talk before the real work began…. 

The fruits of our labor — a trailer full of landscape debris! 

Marcia Hoenle tackled the stovetop Al and Charlie tackled a palm tree. 
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Kiwanians party on... 
   A big thanks to Joyce Stehlik, who host-

ed a well-attended social event at her 

home in early October. 

   Joyce provided the beer-basted brats 

and buns, while many members brought 

tasty side dishes. Matt Jefferson was a big 

help in helping Joyce set up for the affair 

and bringing the beer and bottled water. 

Mike and Brenda Scharnow brought the 

wine and soda pop. 

   It was a delightful evening, with most of 

the time spent on her backyard patio. 

Several members brought their spouses, 

and we were able to mix and mingle, get-

ting to know one another better in an in-

formal setting. We will probably plan to 

have another after the new year, allowing 

members to bring prospective members 

and giving time for our newer members 

to feel more welcome. 

   Thanks, Joyce, for the great social! 

Plenty of smiles all around as Kiwanians gather for a good time among friends. 

Plenty of good food (and beverages) were enjoyed by Noon Kiwanians and friends. 

Joan, Jerry, Jackie and Jean — the Four J’s were jamming it up at the fiesta. 

Ken and Al yukking it up…. 

Joyce Stehlik was gracious enough to open 

up her home for our first social of the 

2015-16 Kiwanis year. Thanks, Joyce! 

President Mike 

was lucky 

enough to draw 

grill duty that 

evening. 



  November 1   Serve dinner at Ronald McDonald House 

  November 3   Aktion Club meeting at STARS 

  November 5   Luncheon meeting; Dana Saar from SPAC 

  November 7   Part Two of Make a Difference Day 

  November 12   NO MEETING; set up for Fountain Festival 

  November 13-15  Food trailer at Fountain Festival 

  November 17   Aktion Club meeting at STARS 

  November 19   Luncheon meeting; Shelly Mowrey of Drug Coalition 

  November 20-21  Community Blood Drive 

  November 26   Thanksgiving Day Parade; NO MEETING 

  November 28   Extended Hands Food Bank service project 

  December 1   Adopt-A-Street litter patrol 

  December 3   Luncheon meeting 

  December 5   Breakfast with Santa 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
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Each one reach one! 

Jim and Gwen Wallace, center, were the first new members of the 2015-16 Kiwanis 

year. Immediate Past President Al Roselieb had the honors of inducting the Wallac-

es, who were sponsored by assistant treasurer Rick Swanson, left. The Wallaces are 

part owners of the Saddle Bronc Grill on Saguaro Blvd. and are now catering our 

lunches twice monthly at the Kiwanis Activity Center. Thanks, Wallaces, for joining 

our fine club and getting involved! 

 

Thanksgiving 

Parade 

   Look for Phyllis Horan and her 

Builders and K-Kids as they enter a 

float in the annual Thanksgiving 

Day Parade. The event kicks off at 9 

a.m. on Thanksgiving at the corner 

of El Lago and Saguaro boulevards. 

This Kiwanis-sponsored float cre-

ates effective publicity for our club 

and for Kiwanis — not to mention 

feelings of goodwill. 


